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SESSION 4	 Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

• O.E.

• W.E.

• O.E.

• Testing knowledge

• Talking about the play

• Listening to a song
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SELECTED APPROACH:

Although	 our	 main	 objectives	 are	 to	 foster	 interest	 in	 theatre	 and	 to	 help	 the	 student	 to	 grasp	 two	 new	
communicative	 functions,	 our	 approach	 is	 intended	 to	 be	 entertaining,	 visual	 and	 communication-based.	
Indeed,	on	these	worksheets,	we	can	find	many	activities	presented	in	the	form	of	games,	which	also	provide	
moments	of	fun	in	class.	Finally,	all	sessions	require	the	students	to	express	themselves,	with	activities	focusing	
on	situations	from	daily	life,	or	even	role	play.		As	such,	our	goal	is	to	offer	activities	as	an	alternative	to	the	
routine	of	the	classroom	routine	and	to	make	learning	a	second	language	more	appealing.	All	of	this	work	is	
presented	as	project	of	the	utmost	interest:	seeing	a	play	in	a	foreign	language.

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
Before starting on the worksheets and the activities proposed therein, the students must have a copy of the play 
in order to go on to read it. Similarly, given that there are many activities requiring useful and modern resources,  
there must also be a CD player in the classroom for listening to the scenes and songs. All this material (play, CD 
worksheets and audios) is available on the following website: www.recursosweb.com	

In the student section, the sessions are spread out over several worksheets. It is advisable to make as many co-
pies as there are students as soon as possible. As soon as the students have the worksheets, they will be able to 
complete them, following the instructions given for each exercise and with help from additional materials such as 
dictionaries and reference manuals in class.

In the teacher’s section, you will find all the activities designed for the students as well as all the correct answers 
 to the questions.

The activities on the didactic worksheets are designed to train the four basic skills in foreign language acquisition: 
Listening Comprehension, Reading Comprehension, Written Expression and Oral Expression. 

Through these skills, a range of vocabulary, grammatical structures and phonetic aspects are developed in order 
to acquire a series of communicative functions that we consider to be key for understanding the play as well for 
applying them to real situations.

In addition to working on the four basic skills, the sessions follow a sequential order. It is important to complete 
every session, from the introduction of the plot to the storyline and characters, culminating in the resolution of the 
play. It is therefore necessary to complete the didactic worksheets before going to see the play in order to reinfor-
ce overall comprehension and, at the same time, create a sense of anticipation of what students may feel upon 
leaving the theatre.
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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERSB
Before

Activity 1: The Synopsis

Before you read, look at the underlined words from the synopsis and match them to the 
correct definition. Now use the words above to fill in the gaps.

1. The play is set

2. Christmas Eve

3. mean / tight-fisted

4. ghost

5. 19th century

6. attitude

The play is set on Christmas Eve in 19th century London.  It tells the story of Mr Scrooge, 
a mean, tight- isted	 old man who has no love or kindness in heart.  Mr Scrooge does not 
care about his family or other people; the only thing that is important to him is money.  On 
Christmas Eve, 3 ghosts visit Mr Scrooge – the Ghost of Christmas Past, the Ghost of Christmas 
Present and the Ghost of Christmas Future.  Each ghost shows Mr Scrooge a scene from his life.  
The first ghost shows him his life as a child, the second ghost shows him his life as it is now, 
and the third ghost shows him how his future will be if he doesn’t change his attitude and 
become better person.  Will the ghosts succeed in teaching Mr Scrooge a lesson…? Will 
Mr Scrooge become a kinder, more caring man...?

What is	a	Christmas	carol?		Can	you	think	of	any	well-known	carols?		Why	do	you	think	
the	play	is	called	“A Christmas Carol?” 

	A	carol	is	a	joyful,	happy	religious	song	celebrating	the	birth	of	Christ.

a. a spirit

b. the way you think and behave

c. the night before Christmas

d. the years 1800 - 1899

e. happens / takes place

f. doesn´t like to spend money

5º & 6º PRIMARY EDUCATION STAGE
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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERS B
Before

Activity 2: Who Was Charles Dickens? 

Who was Dickens?  Do you know anything about him?  How is he connected to the story 
of A Christmas Carol?  Do the following quiz as a class to find out more…

Now	 that	you	know	a	 little	bit	about	Charles	Dickens, one	of	 the	most	famous	English	
writers	in	history,	see	what	other	interesting	facts	you	can	find	out	about	him…!

1.

	 	

	Who	was	Charles	Dickens?

A	famous	actor

	 	 A famous writer

	 	 A mean old man

2.	Where was he from?

New York, USA

	 	 Paris, France

	 	 London, England

3.	When did he live?

	 	 From 1812 to 1870

From 1712 to 1770

	 	 From 1912 to 1970

4.	One of his most famous novels is called…

A Christmas Song

	 	 A Christmas Dinner

	 	 A Christmas Carol

























4

4

4

4
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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERSB
Before

Activity 3: The Characters 

In the play, there are 10 characters.  Read the character list below to find out who they are:

•    A       

• Fred	Cratchit	–	Mr	Scrooge´s	nephew	and	employee

• Linda	Cratchit	–	Fred´s	wife

• Tiny	Tim	–	Fred	and	Linda´s	son

• Fanny	–	Mr	Scrooge´s	sister	and	Fred´s	mother	(she	died	when	Fred
was	born)

• Marley´s	Ghost	–	Mr	Scrooge´s	old	business	partner	(he	died	seven
years	ago)

• The	Ghost	of	Christmas	Past

• The	Ghost	of	Christmas	Present

• The	Ghost	of	Christmas	Future

Now,	read	the	following	extract	from	the	play.		It	is	the	scene	where	The	Ghost	of	Christmas	
Present	takes	Mr	Scrooge	to	Fred,	Linda	and	Tiny	Tim´s	house.

Extract from the play (TRACK 7):

CHRISTMAS PRESENT: 
MR. SCROOGE: 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: 	

MR. SCROOGE: 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: 	

Hello Scrooge. I am the Ghost of Christmas Present.

Which Christmas?

This Christmas Scrooge. This very same Christmas. Will you 
come with me?

I am willing to go with you, yes.

Good, come.
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